The Antlers Camps: an Ideal Spot for the Fisherman, Vacationist, Hunter by Potter, Leon E.
The University of Maine 
DigitalCommons@UMaine 
Maine History Documents Special Collections 
1915 
The Antlers Camps: an Ideal Spot for the Fisherman, Vacationist, 
Hunter 
Leon E. Potter 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/mainehistory 
 Part of the History Commons 
This Monograph is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Maine History Documents by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more 













May 1st. to December 1st.
THE ANTLERS CAMPS
are located on Lower Jo Mary Lake,—one of a chain of three, 
namely, Upper, Middle and Lower Jo Mary Lakes—in the 
Heart of the Maine Wilderness,—offering every inducement 
for a vacation which will be long and pleasantly remembered.
Lower Jo Mary Lake offers an excellent view of Katahdin, 
Jo Mary, Cooper and Ragged Mountains.
The camps are cozy and homelike offering freedom from 
social cares, which appeals to those who need complete rest.
The Main Camp consists of an assembly or office room
TYPE OF CABIN AT THE ANTLERS
with dining-room and kitchen adjoining. The private or in­
dividual camps are built of logs with board floors and contain 
from one to four rooms—conveniently fitted to accomodate 
from one to six persons.
All camps are kept neat and clean and are comfortably 
furnished with spring beds, mattresses, clean linen and 
blankets, rocking chairs and open fires. The accomodations 
are just as inviting for women and children as for men. Tents 
fitted for outdoor sleeping are furnished without additional 
cost for those who desire them.
Everything about the premises is kept clean and sanitary.
The dining-room, which overlooks the Lake, is cool and
THEY RUN LARGE IN COOPER BROOK
airy. The tables are set with clean linen and silver and are 
supplied with the best fare possible—vegetables from our own 
garden, home-grown poultry and fresh eggs, fish and game, 
in season, and pure spring water.
The camps are under the personal supervision of Mr. and 
Mrs. Potter throughout the season.
FISHING
Unexcelled fishing waters are on all sides. Middle and 
Lower Jo Mary Lakes are well stocked with white perch and 
pickerel, and during the months of May and June square tail 
trout are caught weighing from one to five pounds. In Upper
Jo Mary Lake togue and trout are caught throughout the sea­
son. A mile of quick water connecting Upper with Middle 
Jo Mary Lake offers excellent trout fishing. There are sever­
al good trout brooks within easy paddling distances.
Jo Mary Stream offers the very best of trout and salmon 
fishing from the time the ice leaves until the latter part of 
June—they run large and are gamey.
OUTLAYING CAMPS
The Henderson and Church Pond Camps, run in connec­
tion with main camps, are comfortably fitted to accommodate 
parties on fishing trips. Henderson and nine other ponds in 
the near vicinity offer the very best of trout fishing. Good 
catches can be made at any time of the year.
Good dry boats and canoes will be found at these ponds 
for the convenience of fishermen. In Henderson Pond trout 
will rise to the flies at any time during the season. This pond 
is known throughout the country as one of the best trout 
ponds in Maine.
Church Pond camps, nestling at the foot of Jo Mary Mt. 
where Cooper Brook enters Church Pond, are ideally situated 
for either fishing or hunting. There is excellent trout fishing 
in both pond and brook and there is no better hunting section 
in Maine.
HUNTING
This locality is un- 
surpassed for deer |
and bear hunting.
Moose are often 
seen near camp. No 
better section for J
partridge and duck |
shooting can be
found in the State, 
Situated as we are, 
 it is easy to get one’s game to the railroad, a feature which |




ed at The Antlers 
are — canoeing, 
bathing, mountain 
climbing, and 
should you care to 
explore a bit there 
are several fine 
canoe trips offered,
some of which can be made in a day.
A SAMPLE FROM LEAVITT POND
There are several good trails leading away from camps 
farther into the wilderness. A good trail leads from camp to 
the top of Jo Mary and Ragged Mountains; either trip can be 
made in one day; in fact, one goes by water within three 
miles of the Lookout Tower on Ragged Mountain. We are 
only a short distance from Mt. Katahdin. The famous Katah- 
din trip is often started from here.
GUIDES
Since ours are licensed sporting camps, sportsmen may 
stop here without the expense of hiring a guide. But we will 
engage competent guides on request, and we will add that 
sportsmen who expect to catch fish or shoot game should hire 
a guide for at least a portion of their stay, as one who is not
acquainted with this section could not be expected to go 
straight to the best fishing holes or the favorite game haunts.
We can and do outfit parties for camping trips from our 
camp stock.
ROUTE
Norcross is about 12 hours by train from Boston. By 
leaving Boston on evening train, arrive Norcross next morn­
ing and reach camp about noon, or leave Boston on morning 
train, arrive Norcross about 5 P. M. and (weather permitting) 
by having special boat reach camp that night. There is 
through Pullman Sleeper service, Boston to Norcross. For 
railroad rates consult nearest ticket office.
A good comfortable hotel will be found at Norcross.
CAMP RATES
Sportsmen, per day, $3.00. Guide’s board, per day, $2.00. 
Special rates for large parties or long stays. For any other 
information relative to camps, write or wire
LEON E. POTTER, Proprietor
The Antlers Camps, Norcross, Me.
The camps cannot be reached by car therefore we have 
better fishing and hunting to offer our guests than the camps 
that have a car road to their door. If you prefer to come by 
car—cars may be left at Millinocket, 6 miles north, or Milo 32 
miles south of Norcross; trains leave Millinocket about 11 
A.M. and 8 P.M; leave Milo about 5 A.M. and 4.30 P.M.
There are good 
hotels and garages 
at either place.
The Antlers 
Camps are about 
two hours trip 
from railroad, all 
by water.
The Camps are 
connected by tele­
phone with Norcross and Millinocket. Messages can be sent 
by telegram or repeated on long distance telephone. Good 
mail service. Norcross Transportation Co. runs regular boat 
from Norcross to Jo Mary Stream, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, fare $1.50. Arrangements may be made for a 
special boat any day for a cost of $7.50 in addition to regular 
fare. We make a charge of $1.00 per person, any day, from 
Jo Mary Stream to Camp.
JOHN H. BARNES
200 West 54th. Street
NEW YORK
April 18, 1926
My dear Mr. Potter:
I can only say that we are now looking forward, with impatience, to 
the day when we hope to start for your camp on Jo Mary Lake. We plan 
to leave here about June 15, and expect to stay until September.
Your camp particularly appeals to us now, among other reasons, 
because it is so easy to reach, all the way by water, with no walking, 
carrying or rough riding to mar the trip.
In addition, having visited many other camps, we are in a position 
to appreciate the comfort and cleanliness of your camps, and all the con­
veniences you have installed, the telephone, radio, etc., not to mention 
Mrs. Potter’s fine cooking, which makes it a pleasure to hear the dinner 
bell.
I expect to make the trip up to Henderson Pond this year, as you 
know how fond I am of fly fishing. I am firmly of the belief that the 
fishing at Henderson is not excelled by that in any pond in Maine, and 
that it is better today than when I first went there twenty-four years 
ago, and certainly the camps there now are much more comfortable.
I will write you again as our plans become definite and in the mean­
time will be glad to give any information I can, should you care to use my 
name as a reference.




ONLY CAMPS ON THE LAKE
Station....................  Norcross
County........ . ............................ Piscataquis
Name of Camps........................The Antlers
Name of Prop................... Leon E. Potter
Distance from Railroad 14 miles (by boat) 
Location......................Lower Jo Mary Lake
Outlaying Camps............................................
..........................Henderson and Church Pond 
Fish-Togue, Salmon, Trout, Pickerel, Perch 
Game ...Deer, Moose, Bear, Partridge, Duck
Canoes and Row-boats................. No charge
Transportation Charges..... $2.50 each way
Rates.................  $3.00 per day
Guide’s Board........................... $2.00 per day
Guide’s Wages......................... $5.00 per day
on-resident fishing and hunting licenses 
may be procured at Norcross
We will be glad to furnish references
 "A Vacation at The Antlers is a Vacation well spent.”
